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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS

DAY 1

DAVE & MARY

ELLIFF

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

Bible to Metaphysical Belt

When Dave and Mary Elliff left Arkansas, they left
family and familiar culture to plant a new church in the
Pacific Northwest.
“In the South, we have the Bible Belt. In Seattle, people
call Roosevelt, the neighborhood where we’re planting,
the Metaphysical Belt. 96% of the people here don’t attend
an evangelical church,” says Dave. “It’s really well-known
for New Age and Eastern religion.”
The Elliffs launched Roots Community Church with just
one other couple. They soon formed a core group through
community outreach and by recruiting others who felt
called to serve in Seattle.
“We started Roots Church in 2016. Since then, we’ve had
to move three times because we keep outgrowing our
space. That’s a good problem to have. Now, we have
almost a hundred people who are a part of our church,”
says Mary.

PRAY
For strength for the team as they work in a challenging,
unreached community.
For hearts to be prepared for the gospel in Roosevelt.
FIND MORE AT
ANNIEARMSTRONG.COM/ELLIFF

DAY 2

J.D. & ANDREINA

FASOLINO
TORONTO, ONTARIO

Creating Unity in Diversity

Toronto is one of the most ethnically diverse cities in the
world. And although there’s a large Hispanic population,
there are few Hispanic churches. J.D. and Andreina moved
from Venezuela to plant one.
The Fasolinos started with a small group Bible study.
Now Emmanuel Baptist Church East involves more than
70 people worshipping together, representing Colombia,
El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico, Cuba and
Guatemala. They also have a ministry serving migrant
workers on a local mushroom farm.
While diversity has its beauty, it also brings challenges.
“Because of diversity, some people tend to isolate and
become lonely. There is a continuous sense of mourning—
the same you have when you lose a loved one—but in
this case because you lost your language, your traditions,
your friends, family and even your food.” says J.D.

PRAY
For boldness to proclaim Christ in a city with opposition.
For Emmanuel Baptist Church to create community and
family for those who are lonely and isolated.
FIND MORE AT
ANNIEARMSTRONG.COM/FASOLINO

DAY 3

KIRK & KAREN

KIRKLAND
CINCINNATI, OHIO

P lanting Together

“We moved to Cincinnati to plant Revive City Church.
I realize now we were crazy. I walked away from a steady
paycheck, and my wife was nine months pregnant,”
Kirk explains. “When we started, we had no denomination
or network behind us. We felt alone.”
They started their first church in a downtown, multi-ethnic
area with great spiritual need. In 2016, they prayed about
starting a second church. Only this time, they knew they
did not have to do it alone.
“That’s when we became a part of the Southern Baptist
Convention, and it’s the best move we ever made,”
says Kirk.
As Southern Baptist church planting missionaries, the
Kirklands received the support to successfully launch a
second church and expand their community outreach
ministries. They now are looking forward to planting
additional churches as God leads.

PRAY
For the church leaders to develop disciples and multiply
small groups throughout the Cincinnati metro area.
For their plans to plant a third church.
FIND MORE AT
ANNIEARMSTRONG.COM/KIRKLAND

DAY 4

JONATHAN & YESENIA

SANTIAGO
GUAYNABO, PUERTO RICO

The Road to Recovery

The immediate threat has blown over, but Hurricane Maria
left a deep impact in social, emotional and financial scars
on Puerto Rico. That overwhelming need is what drew
Jonathan and Yesenia back to the island from their home
in New York.
Jonathan serves as the director of Send Relief Puerto Rico.
He works with local churches and agencies to identify
people and communities in crisis and match the needs
with the volunteer relief teams arriving each week.
Jonathan says that physical needs are easier to address,
but it’s the emotional and spiritual issues that also must
be acknowledged.
“Although very religious, because of its catholic background
that connects to our Spanish heritage, Puerto Rico is
mostly lost. I always tell our volunteers, the most important
part of their work isn’t the roof they are replacing, it’s
the people under the roof,” says Jonathan.

PRAY
For wisdom and direction for Jonathan, his family and
the volunteers who serve with them.
That God will open doors to share the gospel.
FIND MORE AT
ANNIEARMSTRONG.COM/JSANTIAGO

DAY 5

ROB & ANNABETH

WILTON

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

Reaching the City Together

After spending a decade in ministry in New Orleans,
God called Rob and Annabeth to a new work. From their
first visit, the Wiltons knew they were called to the
historic city of Pittsburgh.
“There’s more than 2 million people, and the gospel hasn’t
reached most of them. In lots of cities our size, Southern
Baptists have started 20, 30, 40 churches in the last
few years. But here, it’s hard. I can count the number
of churches we’ve started on one hand,” explains Rob.
As the Send City Missionary, Rob came to Pittsburgh—
not just to plant a church—but to reach the city by
inspiring planters to work together.
“I’m planting a church in southwest Pittsburgh. Our new
church has united with existing plants to recruit, train and
send new planters. As one team, we’re already seeing
how God is making us stronger together,” says Rob.

PRAY
For more church planting missionaries who feel called
to Pittsburgh.
For unity among the church planting leaders.
FIND MORE AT
ANNIEARMSTRONG.COM/WILTON

DAY 6

GENSEND
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

Training the Next Generation

College students are shaping the future of North America
by learning to live on mission.
Ebbie Davis first came to San Diego as a college student
in 2015 with NAMB’s GenSend student missionary program.
Then, God called her to go back and become a church
planting team member and GenSend city coach.
“We have eight students who previously participated in
the program and now live life on mission in San Diego.
When you give, it invests in people like us,” explains Ebbie.
In the summer-long program, college students work
alongside a church plant or in a compassion ministry.
“They develop habits and tools to take back home with
them—whether that be in another city, in a rural farm
town or in preparation to come back to our city and
serve here,” says Ebbie.

PRAY
For more college students to serve through GenSend.
For GenSenders to seek God’s guidance as they graduate
and live on mission through their careers.
FIND MORE AT
ANNIEARMSTRONG.COM/GENSEND

DAY 7

MOJIC & MUNKHO

BALDANDORJ
DENVER, COLORADO

The Mission Field is Here

God began pursuing Mojic in Mongolia where he grew
up as an atheist. He heard the gospel from a college
friend and gave his life to Christ. Soon after, he felt
called to attend seminary.
“My wife and I had been praying about starting a church
somewhere in America. We felt called to share the gospel
with the thousands of Mongolians who had moved to
the States,” explains Mojic. “And that’s how we ended
up leaving Mongolia and moving here.”
Denver’s growing Mongolian population is estimated
to be over 1,500. Most of Mojic’s church members are
first-generation immigrants and were raised atheist like
he was. It is a challenge to overcome their worldview
and cultural influences.
“People might think it’s strange for missionaries like us to
leave our country and come to America, but I think we
need to shift our thinking,” says Mojic. “The mission field
is here.”

PRAY
For true spiritual revival among Mongolians in Denver.
For Mojic and Munkho’s leadership in helping to plant
more Mongolian churches in other U.S. cities.
FIND MORE AT
ANNIEARMSTRONG.COM/BALDANDORJ

DAY 8

United by the Gospel
Kevin Ezell, NAMB President

Lately, we’ve often heard North America described
as polarized. More and more, people are divided
along ethnic, political and cultural lines. At a time when
it seems like disunity rules the day, I’m grateful for our
missionaries in North America who are unashamedly
all about the gospel—a gospel that unites people in
Jesus Christ.
Ultimately, it is the good news of Jesus and His salvation
that can mend the rifts and heal the lost who are all
around us. Millions of people across North America
have yet to respond to the gospel, but through your
gifts, the power of prayer and our own faithful witness,
God can and will draw people to Himself.

PRAY
For missionaries to share the gospel boldly and
winsomely with those they meet in their communities.
For strength and wisdom in dealing with a culture
that’s often hostile to Christian faith.
For the Lord to raise up more people to share the
gospel and go as missionaries to places in North
America that have great need.

